The paper aims at examining the herd behavior in the Jordanian equity market before and after the 2008 global financial crisis. The most common approaches [Christie and Huang (1995) (CH) and Chang et al. (2000) (CCK)] are used to test for herding tendency of the financial and nonfinancial firms. By making use of the CH approach, estimated using the Ordinary Least Squares method (OLS), evidence of the absence of herding tendency is reported in extreme and normal market conditions. To investigate the tendency for herding further, the CCK approach is also implemented. The model of CCK is estimated using the OLS and the Quantile Regression (QR) methods. The results of CCK, using OLS, show evidence of the absence of linear herding for both types of firms before and after the crisis. But, only nonfinancial firms exhibit evidence of nonlinear herding in both sub-periods. In the extreme up and down market, evidence of linear herding is only found after the crisis for both types of firms when market is trending up. For all firms at the median level, the results of QR provide evidence of linear herding after the crisis while no evidence is reported for nonlinear herding. Financial firms exhibit only nonlinear herding at median level before the crisis when the market is trending up. Nonfinancial firms do not exhibit linear and nonlinear herding at the median level in both up and down markets. The results of OLS and QR are different for both types of firms. However, for linear herding the results of CH and CCK are similar. Jordanian investors exhibit a tendency for linear herding in extreme and normal market conditions but cannot have enough power to convert into nonlinear one.
Introduction
This paper examines whether herding behavior can be detected in the Jordanian equity market before and after the 2008 financial crisis. Herding is defined as the situation when a group of stock investors blindly follow other investors in either buying or selling stocks overtime (Bikhchandani and Sharma, 2000; Demirer and Kutan, 2006; Choi and Sias, 2009 ). Herding behavior is either rational or irrational as investors behave in different manners with regard to their tendency to mimic the actions of others. Rational herding means that investors mimic the actions of others by ignoring their own private information to keep their reputation in the market (Scharfstein and Stein, 1990; Bikhchandani et al., 1992; Lakonishok et al., 1992; Rajan, 1994; Wermers, 1999) . In other words, they may rely on fundamental factors when herding, such as speculation, market volatility, the behavior of other investors, different techniques in measuring performance and the investment horizon (Chang, Chen and Khorana, 2000) . However, irrational herding refers to investors who disregard their prior beliefs and blindly follow other investors' decisions (Christie and Huang, 1995; Devenow and Welch, 1996; Nofsinger and Sias, 1999) .
Empirical literaure, focusing on investigating the existence of the herd behavior in equity markets, can be categorized in two main groups of studies. The first group of studies relies on detailed and unambiguous information on the trading activities as well as on the changes in their investment portfolios. Lakonishok, Shleifer and Vishny (1992) (LSV measure) and Wermers (1999) (PCM measure) are the best examples of such herd measures. The second group of studies examined herding by following the view that herding is the buying and the selling actions of the individual investors who follow the performance of specific factors or styles. In this context, herding was measured by taking the advantage of the information contained in the cross-sectional stock price movements. Following this view, three common measures are developed by Christie and Huang (1995) (CH), Chang, Cheng and Khorana (2000) (CCK) , and Hwang and Salmon (2004) (HS) . Empirical studies follow these three measures (e.g. Kim and Wei, 2002; Caparrelli et al., 2004; Henker et al., 2006; Demirer and Kutan, The recent new set of regulations adopted by the ASE is considered a strong motive for conducting such a study. One of these regulations is the comprehensive capital market reforming policy. The purpose of such a policy is to improve the regulation of the securities market to reach the international standards. For example, the government has endorsed the Temporary Securities Law (No. 23) in 1997. Such a temporary law is considered a turning point for regulating and completing the infrastructure of the Jordanian capital market. In addition, this endorsement is continued to adopt a new securities Law (No. 76) issued in 2002. This new Law is installed to set up other stock exchange issues, protect investor's fund, install ethical and professional codes, strengthening the application of the rule of law. Therefore, setting up these regulations would participate in increasing the probability of herding tendency among Jordanian investors because they would be more confident to perform more trading activities.
Motivated by the recent development, expansion and new regulations of the ASE, the tendency of herding in such a market is examined in this study. In this context, the present study contributes to the literature in many ways. Empirical studies in this field employ only the least squares estimation method to test for herding tendency without paying a strong attention to use the quantile regression method. Following Chian et al. (2010) , this study uses both the least squares and the quantile regression methods to test for herding tendency. The use of quantile regression method under different quantiles would have the power to solve the statistical problems facing the least squares method to gain more fitting estimators of herding. Form methodological perspective, where the originality of this study is stemmed from, the two common approaches (CH and CCK) are used to test for herding. In addition, the asymmetric herding is also tested in this study by making use of a different regression specification technique. In this technique, one set of regressions is used to test for asymmetric herding for the up and the down market, instead of using two separate regressions that was used by CCK. The study also explores whether Jordanian investors do herd before and after the 2008 financial crisis for the daily stock returns of the financial and nonfinancial firms, as no study has been conducted using data representing such a market.
The study finds no evidence of the tendency of herding for both financial and nonfinancial firms before and after the crisis when using the CH approach. It reports also evidence for the absence of nonlinear herding for financial firms in normal and extreme market conditions (when applying the CCK method). But, nonfinancial firms present evidence of nonlinear herding in both market conditions. For herding in extreme conditions (the up and down market), evidence of the existence of herding is only found in the period before the crisis. Nonetheless, after the crisis, evidence of the absence of nonlinear herding is reported. Consistent with the results of the least squares, the results reported by the quantile regression signal no evidence of herding behavior. These results indicate that Jordanian equity investors (financial and nonfinancial) show a sign of herding tendency when using both approaches either in extreme or normal market conditions. Nevertheless, the results reported by QR and OLS are somewhat not similar across types of firms.
The remainder of this paper is as follows: the relevant literature on herding is reviewed in the next section. To give a better understanding of the examination setup, Section 3 introduces the methodology. Section 4 states the data of the study and Section 5 presents the empirical results. Section 6 summarizes the findings and concludes.
Literature Review
Herding is a hardly measurable concept, stemmed from the behaviors of humans, with difficult quantifiable parameters. Focusing on irrational herding, one of the common methods was developed by Christie and Huang (1995) (so-called CH) (Note 1). This method examined the investment behavior of equity investors in the US market. It developed a measure to test for herding by using the cross-sectional standard deviation of returns (CSSD) (i.e. the dispersion of the average of individual stock returns from the average market returns) in normal and extreme market conditions. It argued that if market investors ignore their own beliefs and build their investment decisions merely on market consensus, stock returns will not deviate far from the overall market return. In periods of market stress in either up or down, stock investors tend to herd toward the market. Therefore, stock returns would cluster around the market return and the cross-sectional standard deviation of returns tends to decrease. Christie and Huang (1995) were unsuccessful in reporting evidence of herding in the United States, Hong Kong and Japan stock as returns dispersion increases instead of decreasing during periods of market stress in these markets.
Many empirical studies applied the CH method on data from emerging and developed equity markets. But, they produced mixed results. CH was unsuccessful in providing evidence of herding in the United States, Hong Kong and Japan. Proponents of the CH method found no evidence of the existence of herding in several worldwide stock markets. For example, Caparrelli et al. (2004) stated that the Italian stock investors do not herd, but herding was only present during extreme market conditions. Using a data set from the Chinese equity markets, Demirer and Kutan (2006) found no evidence of herding. Chiang and Zheng (2010) also reported no evidence of herding in Latin America stock markets during the 2008 crisis. Nevertheless, another group of recent studies were successful in reporting contradictory results to the findings of the CH approach. Chen et al. (2008) , for instance, reported evidence of herding in the Italian stock market indicating that herding is present in extreme market conditions. Chiang and Zheng (2010) found evidence of herding in Latin America stock markets (except the US) and in Asian markets in normal market conditions. But, most of studies, investigating the existence of the herding in developing markets, implemented datasets from different Asian countries. However, Baek (2006) documented that there are different factors affecting investments on Asia and Latin America. For example, investments in Asia are highly dependent on investors' preferences and the stock market volatility. In addition, in Latin America, investments are affected by the sensitivity of portfolio investments to the fundamental factors. Although it is difficult to generalize the conclusions that the presence of the herding behavior in the developing stock markets based on only evidence from Asian countries, these factors may also participate on pushing Jordanian investors to engage in the herd behavior. Most of these factors focus on fundamentals such as the high cost of information acquisition, lack of transparency, lack of financial reporting and information disclosures and lack of credibility and integrity to the public information (Zaharyeva, 2008) . However, the low liquidity of the stock market may also prevent investors of being engaged in herd behavior (Devenow and Welch, 1996) . Therefore, these factors can affect Jordanian investors. Jordanian investors who are willing to sell a particular asset may not succeed in finding buyers for this asset and therefore the possibility for engaging in the herd behavior would be significantly reduced.
Although the CH approach has been extensively used by many empirical studies, it has a number of failing points. First, the use of the cross-sectional deviations of returns, as a measure for herding, is considered a failing point. A decrease in the CSSD does not necessarily entail the existence of herding (see Hachicha et al., 2008) . The reason of this failure is that herding might not be observable even if the CSSD is increased. Second, CH approach ignores to some extent the effects of changes in fundamentals (see Shiller and Pound, 1989; Chang et al., 2000) . Therefore, the ability of this method to differentiate between rational and irrational herding might be feeble (Bikchandani and Sharma, 2001 ). In addition, there is no such rule that herding occurs only in extreme market periods. This is because the herd behavior is not necessarily observable only in these periods. But, it might be also identifiable in periods of normal market condition (Hwang and Salmon, 2004) .
In light of these failing points, Chang et al. (2000) (so-called CCK) developed an alternative method to examine herding by relying on the Cross-sectional Absolute Deviation (CSAD). This method stated that herding can be detected by a nonlinear function between the CSAD and market return. The assumption of this method is that in periods of market stress the nonlinear relationship is more likely to be negative. This is because the CSAD would increase at decreasing rate. Chang et al. (2000) found evidence of the presence of herding in the stock markets of South Korea and Taiwan, whereas no evidence of herding was found in the US, Hong Kong, and Japan. Empirical studies adopted the CCK method to test for herding. The first group of these studies was unsuccessful in reporting evidence in favor of herding. Using an intraday data, Gleason et al. (2004) and Henker et al. (2006) reported no evidence of herd behavior of the Exchange Traded Funds sector in the U.S. stock market and of the Australian industry sectors, respectively. Finally, Fu and Lin (2010) failed in reporting evidence of herd behavior in the Chinese equity market. Khan et al. (2011) also suggested that herding in France, the UK, Germany and Italy is evident in normal market conditions, but herding was not found in periods of market stress.
www.ccsenet.org/ijef International Journal of Economics and Finance Vol. 5, No. 1; 2013 Conversely, evidence of the existence of herding was reported by another group of studies. For instance, for both individual and institutional investors on the Shanghai and Shenzhen stock markets, Tan et al. (2008) found evidence of the herd behavior. For individual investors, evidence was found within both the Shanghai and Shenzhen A-share markets while for foreign institutional investors evidence of herding was also found within both markets for B-share. Zhou and Lai (2009) stated that herding is more likely to be observable for small stocks when selling rather than when buying stocks. Using data from the Polish stock market, Goodfellow et al. (2009) found evidence of herding for individual investors during market downswings, while during the upswing market there was a weak evidence of herding. They also argued that institutional investors do not show any sign of herd behavior. Using data from the Banja Luka stock market, Kallinterakis et al. (2010) examined herding behavior and argued that herding is insignificant during extreme market periods. In both the Shanghai and Shenzhen A-share markets, evidence of herding was found by . They argued that Chinese investors herd in both the up and the down markets. Economou et al. (2011) provided evidence of herding in the Portuguese, Italian, Spanish and Greece markets before and after the 2008 crisis.
To sum up, almost all the above studies relating to the two herding common approaches have used the OLS with no considerations for the other statistical estimation methods such as the QR, the Generalized Method of Moments, Seemingly Unrelated Method, and the Weighted Least Squares Method. Therefore, one can use one or more of these methods to test for herding tendency rather than the OLS. In addition, the majority empirical studies discussed previously did not take the most recent financial crisis into account. Therefore, the present study has taken a break point representing the financial crisis by testing for the tendency of herding between Jordanian investors before and after the 2008 financial crisis.
Methodology

Christie and Huang (1995) -CH Method
As mentioned in the introduction section, the Jordanian stock market, as other stock markets in the world, may exhibit herding tendency. Therefore following the CH method, herding phenomenon is measured by the following specification.
where R it is the stock return on a firm i at time t. R mt refers to the return of the stock market index at time t. N is the number of firms in the sample study. The CH method argues that, when investors suppress their own beliefs in favor of herding to market consensus, security returns would not disperse far from the overall market return. In addition, it states that the security return is more volatile during periods of market stress, thus, herding is more likely to be present. The presence of herding is more likely to happen when there would be an increase in dispersion at a decreasing rate, or merely by a decrease in dispersion at an increasing rate. Therefore, the current study examines whether equity return dispersions are significantly lower than average during periods of extreme and normal market conditions as follows:
where D Lt is a dummy variable taking a value of unity if the market returns on time t lies in the extreme lower tail of the distribution, or zero otherwise. D Ut is a dummy variable taking a value of unity if the market returns on time t lies in the extreme upper tail of the distribution, or zero otherwise. If the estimated coefficients are negative and significant, herding will be detected. In other words, when the CSSD of stock returns is low under large price movements, herding is detected. This contradicts the CAPM theory which suggests that, in periods of market stress, large dispersions should be expected because individual securities may have a different degree of sensitivities to market return.
Chang, Cheng and Khorana (2000) -CCK Method
CCK generated a new technique to test for herding by using the CSAD. This technique relies on the CAPM specification to estimate the cross-sectional absolute deviation (CSAD) of stock return from market return. The cross-sectional absolute deviation (CSAD) is specified as follows:
where AVD is the absolute value of the cross-sectional deviation of stock's i at time t. E(.) stands for the expected returns of stock's i at time t. R ft refers to the risk-free return of interest rates at time t. R mt is the excess www.ccsenet.org/ijef International Journal of Economics and Finance Vol. 5, No. 1; 2013 return on the stock market index at time t. R it is the excess return of stock's i at time t. β it is the time-invariant systematic risk measure of the stock's i at time t. N is the number of firms. β mt is the systematic risk of stock market index which is generated by the average of betas of all firms.
CCK stated that the nonlinear relationship between CSAD and market return is more efficient to detect for herding compared with the linear one. However, the theory of finance proposes that a linear function is more likely to detect for herding in normal market condition. Therefore, this assumption of finance theory would be violated in periods of market stress because herding might not be detected by a linear function. Therefore, the nonlinear relationship is originated as follows:
If the nonlinear coefficient (δ 2 ) is negative and significant, herding would be detected and therefore the linear function would not have the power to capture herding tendency. The linear function may convert into a nonlinear function. This conversion occurs because of the increase in the number of market participants who intend to herd around the market consensus during periods of large price movements. Those market participants are more likely to suppress their own predictions in respect with asset prices in such periods, especially in the presence of moderate herding. Therefore, it is expected that return dispersions will decrease or increase at a decreasing rate.
In this study, the asymmetric herding is tested using a different specification from that used by the CCK. CCK generated two separate regressions for the up and the down market. These regressions did not consider the asymmetric effects when the market falls and rises. Therefore, the current study allows for the possibility of asymmetric herding using one regression without restriction. It does not restrict for the estimation of δ 1 and δ 2 . A new specification, in Eq. (5), is created. It places both the up and down market proxies in one model to test whether linear herding shows an asymmetric reaction when the market goes down only if the nonlinear market return is included. (1 ) * ( )
where D t is a dummy variable taking the value of unity at time t if R mt < 0, or taking zero otherwise. In fact, some empirical studies provided evidence of the asymmetric behavior under different market conditions (Hong et al., 2007; Tan et al., 2008) . Because of this evidence, it is of interest to examine whether nonlinear herding behavior presents an asymmetric reaction for both the up and down situations of market returns. Therefore, the specific expression is generalized by Eq. (6) as follows:
CCK proposed that the rational asset-pricing model implies a linear relationship between the dispersion in individual security returns and market return. The model suggests that if the absolute value of the market return increases, the dispersion in individual asset returns should increase. During periods of extreme market movements, investors may exhibit herding behavior. This behavior is likely to increase the correlation between security returns and therefore individual security return dispersion will decrease or at least increase at a decreasing rate with the market return. For this reason, a non-linear market return, R 2 mt multiplied by its down and up dummy variables, is included in the equation to test whether nonlinear herding shows an asymmetric reaction when the market does down and up. A significantly negative coefficient would be consistent with the tendency of herding behavior.
Although the least squares method (OLS) is employed extensively in the herding literature, it might have some shortfalls. It would cause a loss of efficiency in reporting regression coefficients. The first reason of this loss of efficiency is that OLS is based on the mean function of the conditional of stock returns dispersions. Estimating the mean coefficients may not have the ability capture the extreme tail information in stressful periods. Therefore, the models specified by CH and CCK would not efficiently capture herding behavior. Passing the normality test is the other reason of losing efficiency. Financial data usually does not pass this test. The quantile regression (QR) as a non-parametric estimation method is more efficient because it may have the power to alleviate statistical problems. These problems are the normality, the measurement errors of variables, sensitive outliers, and non-Gaussian error distribution (Alexander, 2008) . Because of market stress models are commonly used in finance literature, using QR would be a flexible method in analyzing extreme quantiles of return distribution. To resolve the so-called 'extreme' and observing herding only in market stress conditions, QR would capture the effects on the dependent variable over the entire distribution. The fourth reason is that the method based on CSSD would be sensitive to outliers. Given that QR is robust to the presence of outliers, it will not harm the reliability of results (Koenker and Hallock, 2001, p. 17) .
In addition, QR would have the power to gain herding estimates in the tails of market return distribution in period of market stress without requiring a high-level of nonlinearity as in CH (see Chang et al., 2000) . To obtain the quantile estimates for the extremely low returns, τ = 0.10 and τ = 0.25 are undertaken. Similarly, τ = 0.75 and τ = 0.90 are undertaken to get the quantile estimates for the extremely high returns. Eq. (6) is estimated to point out the quantile regression estimators that can be attained by minimizing a weighted sum of the absolute errors. This regression is not restricted only to the median regression (τ = 0.5). But, it allows for estimating the interrelationship between a dependent variable and its explanatory variables at any specific quantile. Therefore, it provides a clearer estimation of the asymmetric relation between CSAD and R mt is as:
where D is a dummy variable which takes value of unity at time t if R mt < 0, or zero otherwise. If the estimated coefficients are negative and significant, herding is present. In addition, the nonlinear herding exists in the up and down markets, respectively, if the coefficients, δ 3 and δ 4 , are significant and negative for different quantiles.
Data
The daily stock returns of the Jordanian listed firms and the market returns are sourced from the Amman stock exchange ( Table 1 reports the univariate statistics of the average daily returns R t , the CSSD, the CSAD and H t for financial and nonfinancial firms. The data series of all these variables show no sign autocorrelation. But, they are stationary as the AR and ADF tests show. Before the crisis, the average daily returns of financial (nonfinancial) firms ranges between -0.143 (-0.024) and 0.132 (0.035). In fact, financial firms express higher range of daily returns more than nonfinancial firms but with low volatility (standard deviation of financial (nonfinancial) firms is 0.009 (0.006)). After the crisis, the average daily returns are reported for financial (nonfinancial) firms ranging between -0.027 (-0.024) and 0.032 (0.035). It also reports a low standard deviation of 0.007 (0.005) for financial (nonfinancial) firms, respectively. This low of average daily returns would indicate a sign of herding, although of the effect of the crisis.
Empirical Results
Univariate Statistics
Before the crisis, the daily average CSSD ranges are between 0.001 (0.026) and 0.806 (0.898) for financial (nonfinancial) firms. This means that both types of firms display a higher range, but a lower volatility. Therefore, there would be no tendency to herding as the dispersion of stock return from market returns would remain too high with no decrease. After the crisis, the daily average CSSD ranges are between 0.002 (0.046) and 0.29 (0.545) for financial (nonfinancial) firms. Daily CSSD of those firms present a lower range and a lower volatility compared to those in the period before crisis. However, although those firms show low ranges of CSSD after the crisis, these ranges are still considered too high. These higher ranges of stock dispersion from market portfolio suggest that stock returns diverge far from their average which might show no sign of herding. confidence level parentheses of (1%, 5%, and 10%) are (***, **, and *), respectively. For both types of firms, the daily data availability periods range from (1960) days for the whole period, (988) days for the sub-period before the crisis, and (972) days after the crisis.
The summary statistics of the daily average of the CSAD are also reported in Table 1 . Before the crisis, the average daily of CSAD ranges between -0.228 (-0.096) and 0.279 (0.04) for financial (nonfinancial) firms. Financial firms exhibit a higher range and volatility (0.021 and 0.013, respectively) more than nonfinancial firms. This would indicate that financial sectors' investors might be involved in more traded values than nonfinancial investors. After the crisis, the average daily of CSSD ranges between -0.04 (-0.027) and 0.06 (0.059) for financial (nonfinancial) firms. Those firms present a low dispersion of stock returns with low volatility because of the effect of the crisis. CSAD does not show a sign of serial correlation but show a sign of stationary.
Table 1 also shows that, before the crisis, the averages of the daily variation of the betas for financial (nonfinancial) firms are 0.822 (0.732), respectively. These high variations suggest that the dispersion of stock returns diverge far from market portfolio. So, no sign of herding would present. However, the standard deviations of beta variations for financial firms equals to 0.645 which is higher than that for nonfinancial firms of 0.178. This suggests that the variability of stock dispersion of nonfinancial firms is less than the variability of stock dispersion of financial firms. Therefore, it is more likely to nonfinancial firms to display herding more than financial firms. After the crisis, the average of daily beta variation of financial firms rises to 1.101 (with standard deviation of 0.252). But, the average of daily beta variations of nonfinancial firms decreases to 0.264 (with standard deviation of 0.347). This confirms the presence of herding within nonfinancial firms, but financial investors are more likely not to herd.
Multivariate Results
Dummy Variable Regression Results Using CSSD -The CH Method
The multivariate results are reported in the rest of tables in the following pages. Table 2 records the regression coefficients ofherding using the CH method. These coefficients shed the light on the extent of herd behavior across trading days with extreme upward or downward price movements (Note 2). Eq. (2) is estimated using the three criteria (1%, 10%, and 20%) of market returns to apply definition of extreme price movement. Findings of this study are consistent with earlier studies. The coefficients (β 1 and β 2 ) of the lower and upper extreme variables are positive and significant in periods before and after crisis. This suggests no evidence of herding since equity return dispersions tend to increase rather than to decrease. This evidence is consistent with CH approach but inconsistent with Zhou and Lai (2009), and Economou et al. (2011) . Table 2 . The coefficients of herding using the cross-sectional standard deviation-The CH approach F(p-val) 0.000*** 0.000*** 0.000*** 0.000*** 0.000*** 0.000*** 0.000*** 0.000*** 0.000***
The table reports the estimated coefficients of the relationship between the Cross-sectional standard deviation (CSSD) and the up (down) market returns. Eq. (2) is estimated to provide the results in this table. Recall, β 1 (β 2 ) are the coefficients of D Lt (D Ut ), respectively. They are equals 1 if the market return on day t lies in the extreme lower (upper) tail of the return distribution, otherwise D Lt (D Ut ) equals zero. The 1%, 2% and 5% criterion refers to the percentage of observations in the upper and lower tail of the market return distribution used to define extreme price movement days. Before the crisis period, the number of financial (nonfinancial) firms is 43 (112). After the crisis, In addition, the number of financial (nonfinancial) firms is 105 (145). The levels of confidence (1%, 5%, and 10%) are signed by ***, **, and *, respectively.
The Non-linear Function of Market Return and CSAD -
The CCK Approach Table 3 shows the estimated coefficients of the nonlinear herding (Eq. 4), as designed in the CCK method. In general, Jordanian firms display evidence of herding only before the crisis (normal market conditions). For financial firms, the coefficients (δ 1 and δ 2 ) are positively significant. This suggests no evidence of linear and nonlinear herding in periods before and after the crisis. This is consistent with CH findings and Kallinterakis et al. (2010) while contradicts the results of Economou et al. (2011) . However, nonfinancial firms display a tendency of nonlinear herding. This means that evidence of the nonlinear function of CSAD on market returns is captured before and after the crisis. To explain, let us apply the general quadratic function (Eq. 4) between www.ccsenet.org/ijef
International Journal of Economics and Finance Vol. 5, No. 1; 2013 CSAD and market returns, for nonfinancial firms before the crisis. The presence of a negative parameter, α 2 , is a signal of a tendency of herding. The quadratic relation suggests that CSAD reaches its maximum value when R mt = -(α 1 /2α 2 ) reaches its minimum value. That is, if R mt increases, over the range where average daily returns are less than R mt , CSAD will fall down. Using a 0.044 maximum market return as a threshold of market stress, with α 1 = 0.393, the estimated value of the α 2 parameter needs to be (-4.455) or smaller. Table 4 provides the results of the empirical specification, in Eq. 5, estimated for the up and down market returns values. In Panel A, the value of (1-D)*R mt (coefficient δ 1 ) simplifies a comparison of linear coefficients in the up market. However, D*R mt (coefficient δ 2 ) is used to compare the linear coefficients of the down market. The coefficient, δ 1 , is negative and significant in the period after the crisis for both types of firms. This strongly confirms the prediction that CSAD decreases when market return increases. This suggests evidence towards herding in extreme market conditions.This result is inconsistent with the predictions of the rational capital asset pricing model and the dummy variable regression results in Table 2 . No evidence of linear herding is reported when the market falls down in both periods. For all firms, evidence of linear herding is reported before and after the crisis only when market is trending up. However, the coefficients, δ 3 , for both types of firms, are positive and significant before and after the crisis. This strongly confirms the prediction that there is no evidence of the herd behavior which consistent with the results of Fu and Lin et al. (2010) and Henker et al. (2006) . The finding of this study however contradicts the results of Chen et al. (2008) and Goodfellow et al. (2009) . To interpret, in the Jordanian stock market, market participants would not have enough power to convert the linear herding to nonlinear one. takes value of unity if R mt <0, or zero otherwise. δ 3 and δ 4 are the coefficient of (1-D)*R mt 2 and D*R mt 2 as a proxies for nonlinear herding in the up and down market, respectively. For both Panels, the number of financial (nonfinancial) firms is 43 (112) before the crisis. After the crisis, the number of financial (nonfinancial) firms is 105 (145). The levels of confidence (1%, 5%, and 10%) are signed by ***, **, and *, respectively.
Recall, to test for herding (linear and nonlinear jointly) in the up and down markets, this study modifies the model as in Eq. (5). This modification is achieved by using a dummy variable procedure which takes the value of unity if R mt <0 on day t, or zero otherwise. The proxy for linear (nonlinear) herding in the up market is generated by multiplying the positive dummy variable, 1-D, by linear (nonlinear) market return. And, the proxy for linear (nonlinear) herding in the down market is generated by multiplying the dummy variable, D, by linear (nonlinear) market return. Panel B of Table 4 reports the estimated coefficients of linear and nonlinear herding for the up and down markets as in Eq. (6). The coefficients of the up market, δ 1 , are negative and significant. This suggests evidence for both types of firm in the extreme market conditions (after the crisis) confirming the finding of . This suggests that, when market is trending up, herding would exist because return dispersion decreases rather than increases. However, no evidence is reported for the linear herding when market is going down. That is, the coefficients of the down market, δ 2 , are positive and significant. The coefficients, δ 3 and δ 4 , shows evidence of the absence of the nonlinear herding when the market is down and up in both normal and extreme market conditions. To specify a test for the nonlinear coefficients of the up and down cases, the equality test of Wald is used. This test tests the null hypothesis of H 0 : δ 3 =δ 4 = 0. It is rejected for both types of firms only in the period after the crisis with a negative sign. This contradicts the predictions that CSAD in general decreases when market return decreases. Indeed, these coefficients show that beyond a certain threshold, the CSAD may increase when R mt increases. This evidence confirms the findings of the CH method above.
In the preceding section, it was noted that different results are reported of herding behavior. Financial firms presented no evidence of nonlinear herding while nonfinancial firms displayed evidence of nonlinear herding. It follows that, when the data are divided into up and down markets, no evidence of nonlinear herding is reported www.ccsenet.org/ijef
International Journal of Economics and Finance Vol. 5, No. 1; 2013 for both types of firms. These results are useful, since they provide information conditional on certain groups of the data such as financial and nonfinancial firms. Because of this, the issue of whether herding behavior is sensitive to different quantiles of stock return dispersions is addressed here. It is also of interest to examine whether the error distribution is following a Gaussian setting. That is, quantile estimators would be more efficient than the estimators of the least squares (Buchinsky, 1998) (Note 3). In extreme market conditions, the flow of news and information can significantly influence the tails values, thus biases the estimators. To overcome these issues, a quantile regression is employed with range of conditional quantile functions for robustness. Thus, it produces more efficient estimates compared with the least squares. (1-D)*R mt 2 and D*R mt 2 as a proxies for nonlinear herding in the up and down market, respectively. The levels of confidence (1%, 5%, and 10%) are signed by ***, **, and *, respectively. The χ 2 (4) is the Chi-squared distribution with four degrees of freedom for the Wald test.
In Tables (5 and 6 ), the estimated coefficients of the quantile regressions of Eq. (7) with different quantiles (10%, 25%, 50%, 75%, and 90%) are recorded. Table 5 shows the estimated coefficients, α 3 and α 4 , for all firms. These coefficients are positive and significant at the 5% level of confidence or better in the low quantiles (τ = 10% and 25%) up to the median level (τ = 50%). This suggests no evidence of nonlinear herding in periods before and after crisis. Beyond the median level, these coefficients remain positive and significant. It also reports evidence www.ccsenet.org/ijef
International Journal of Economics and Finance Vol. 5, No. 1; 2013 of linear herding for the quantile coefficients lower and upper the median level in the all sub-period. This evidence of linear herding reflects herding tendency which is more likely to happen at the lower tails of the distribution in the period after the crisis and at higher tails before the crisis. Thus, herding is observed in lower and upper levels of quantiles for periods of market stress. However, in general, no evidence of nonlinear herding is reported in lower and upper quantiles. But, before the crisis, herding appears in lower quantiles when market is falling down (τ =25% with α 4 ). These results confirm the findings in Panel B of Table 4 .
Panel A in Table 6 shows that financial firms display evidence of linear herding at the levels below the median when the market is trending up in the all period, before and after the crisis. This result suggests that Jordanian financial investors tend to herd in bullish markets more than beaten markets. Evidence of nonlinear herding behavior is found in the all period and in the period before the crisis at median level (see τ = 50% with α 3 ). In fact, the Table records negative and significant coefficients of the up market in low and high quantiles.Thus, evidence of herding is observed in the lower and upper levels of quantiles in normal market conditions. These results suggest that Jordanian financial investors display similar trading behavior to other investors. However, no evidence of asymmetric herding is captured in the up and down markets (see α 3 and α 4 ). The table reports the coefficients of Eq. (7) using the quantile regression for financial and nonfinancial firms. CSAD t is dependent variable at time t. δ 1 and δ 2 are the coefficients of (1-D)*R mt and D*R mt representing the proxies for linear herding in the up and the down market at time t, respectively. The dummy variable (D) takes value of unity if R mt <0, or zero otherwise. δ 3 and δ 4 are the coefficient of (1-D)*R mt 2 and D*R mt 2 as a proxies for nonlinear herding in the up and down market, respectively. The levels of confidence (1%, 5%, and 10%) are signed by ***, **, and *, respectively.
www.ccsenet.org/ijef
International Journal of Economics and Finance Vol. 5, No. 1; 2013 In comparison with prior results in Panel B of Table 4 , the results reported in Panel A of Table 6 are different. It shows that, for financial firms, there is evidence of nonlinear herding in the all period and in period before crisis when the market is trending up. This result contradicts the findings in Table 3 as financial firms exhibit no evidence of nonlinear herding. After the crisis, evidence of the absence of herding is also reported confirming the results in Panel B in Table 4 .
Panel B in Table 6 shows that for financial firms, no evidence of nonlinear herding is found before and after crisis in the up and down markets at median level (see τ = 50%). This result contradicts the results reported in Table 3 . However, these results indicate that nonfinancial investors show similar trading patterns to other investors consistent. Thus, nonlinear herding is not observed in the lower and upper quantiles in extreme and normal market conditions. Therefore, Tables 5 and 6 clearly show evidence of herding, but this evidence differs among quantile levels. Assuming that the value of quantile is close to the mean value of the least squares estimation, the Wald test is conducted. It tests the null hypothesis that the four coefficients of each quantile are equal. The χ 2 (4) statistic indicates that the null is uniformly rejected at lower and higher quantile distributions for both firms. This suggests that the estimated coefficients for all quantiles are significantly different from that of the median distribution. This similarity in test results shows that a mean or a median estimation may yield a similar statistical inference.
It is also interesting to compare the quantile regression results in the two tables above with those obtained when using the least squares in Table 4 . In these Tables (5 and 6), the coefficients on α 3 and α 4 are significantly positive for all firms before and after the crisis. In the current analysis, evidence is consistent with the evidence in Table 5 for the absence of nonlinear herding. To conclude, no difference in results between the least squares estimation and the quantile estimation. Therefore, although of using different levels of quantiles, the results remain the same as in the results of the least squares. These results contradict the findings reported by Alexander (2008) and .
Conclusion
This paper has examined the herd behavior in the Jordanian equity market for financial and nonfinancial firms before and during the recent global financial crisis. Different results are reported depending upon the methodology used to detect for herding behavior. The study reports no evidence of herding because stock return dispersion does not deviate far from market return for financial and nonfinancial firms. A positive linear function is found between CSSD and the up and down market returns in both extreme and normal market conditions for both types of firms. This result supports the rational asset pricing models through providing evidence of the absence of herding for both financial and nonfinancial firms before and after crisis. During extreme periods, equity return dispersions increase rather than to decrease, so providing evidence of the absence of herding.
The study provides evidence for the absence of herding for financial and nonfinancial firms before and after crisis. This is because the relationship between the CSAD and the quadric market returns is positive and significant. Nevertheless, both types of firms had evidence of linear herding in the bullish market. The results also show evidence of the absence of before and after crisis as equity return dispersions nonlinearly increase rather than to decrease for both types of firms. However, evidence of the tendency of linear herding is present in the Jordanian stock market. The linear herding would be present because of the incomplete information disclosures. In fact, in Jordan where the evidence in favor of herding is not pronounced, macroeconomic information do not play a significant role in the decision making process of market participants. A quantile regression is used with different conditional quantiles to test for herding through the nonlinear function of market returns. It confirms the results of least squares as evidence of linear herding is reported in the up market only in low quantiles. Financial firms display nonlinear herding before the crisis at the median in the bullish market, while no evidence of nonlinear herding is reported in up and down markets.
